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Starring Vanessa Quesnelle & Martin Dockery
SHOW DESCRIPTIONS

SHORT

In this funny, fast-paced, and surreal send-up of domestic bliss, a giant pit opens up in the very heart of a married couple's home, threatening to engulf them both.

LONGER

In this surreal, fast-paced, two-person play, a husband and wife must negotiate both their stalled marriage and a growing, bottomless pit that has opened up in their bedroom. Complicating matters further, they have lost track of their own narrative, and are no longer sure when or how they met, or whether they’ve ever, in fact, met at all.

PULL QUOTES & DISTINCTIONS
WINNER: PATRON’S PICK, WINNIPEG FRINGE FESTIVAL 2013
 “[A–] Two supremely talented actors… Cleverly written and beautifully executed.”

–Chareleston City Paper, SC
“ (((( Like the fringe equivalent of a jazz masterpiece, The Pit sweeps its viewers up in an extended experiment of swirling dialogue eddies, riffs on a moment, and poetic storytelling… And it’s also a heck of a lot of fun.” 

–CBC (Canadian Broadcasting Corp)
“ ((((  An engaging, smart script delivered with precision and intensity.”

–Edmonton Journal, AB

“Dockery and Quesnelle are appealing performers who excel with the sparkling banter and exhibit an effortless chemistry.”

–Winnipeg Free Press, MB

“If you haven’t seen it already, then you need to go out and do it right now. Seriously. I’ll wait… The chemistry between Dockery and Quesnelle is electric… It was a joy to watch them perform… I could praise this play all day long.”

–Production Ottawa, ON

“A good premise, smart writing and talented actors.”

–Vue Weekly, Edmonton, AB

“Funny, with exceptional actors who beautifully grow their characters.”

–CFUV, Victoria, BC
“With Plenty of Laughs along the way, this funny piece of theatre cleverly circles around itself, building as it spins its yarn.”

–Ottawa Tonight, ON
“The thing that really stood out to me was, it was so funny – the wordplay.”

–Herd Magazine, ON

“There is great chemistry between Dockery and Quesnelle and consequently with the audience.”

–Charlebois Post, ON

Full reviews and links to the articles are below.
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★★★★
The Pit
Reviewed by Kelly Stifora
Saturday July 20, 2013

Like the Fringe equivalent of a jazz masterpiece, The Pit sweeps its viewers up in an extended experiment of swirling dialogue eddies, riffs on a moment, and poetic storytelling.


Martin Dockery and Vanessa Quesnelle play a married man and woman who wake up one day feeling indecisive, and soon find that they must go on the run from a yawning pit of inaction and ennui that threatens to swallow all of what makes them vital, and then swallow them.


If it all sounds a bit heady, that's because it is, but it's also a heck of a lot of fun.

Dockery's script lays down an emotional beat and then lets the language noodle around it, exploring the possibilities of how memory builds meaning in relationships and playing on the variations of how we might interpret that meaning for good or ill.


The actors are the finely tuned instruments that give those experiments shape and form, providing bearing and a corporeal connection. Dockery and Quesnelle need little more that their inherent magnetism and the chemistry between them to hold an audience in thrall while they run up and down scales of what a two-handed relationship comedy can do.

http://www.cbc.ca/manitoba/scene/fringe/2013/07/pit-the.html
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Review: The Pit
★★★★
4 stars - Aug 16, 2013, Stage 1, Westbury Theatre
He can’t get out of bed. She can’t decide what to wear. Are they headed for The Pit, that joy-sucking blackness of ordinary-life ennui, or are they, GASP!, already in it?

Martin Dockery, creator of sellout solo shows Wanderlust and The Surprise, is back with an entertaining comedy that deconstructs and reconstructs happily-ever-after through the eyes of a nameless monogamous couple.

Like Dockery’s other shows, The Pit relies on an engaging, smart script delivered with precision and intensity. Unlike Wanderlust and The Surprise, this is not a solo show. Joining our raspy-voiced pal onstage is Vanessa Quesnelle, who’s well-matched to Dockery’s performance savvy.

There’s something Woody-Allenish about the opening bit, with our pyjama-clad couple intellectually back-and-forthing about life’s minutiae and their general dissatisfaction with the way “things” (read: life) are turning out. You know that whole ‘how did we end up here?’ bewilderment. Pretty soon they’re role-playing colleagues the other fancies at work (Miss Swiss, Mister Flex-It) and then things go a little surreal as the barefooted duo agrees to renounce all possessions in the search of a simpler happiness.

Dockery leads the dance but Quesnelle is especially fabulous as Miss Swiss, a true-love cynic who quits her job to be an international dance competitor. “I veel have so much money zat I veel just eet it! And poop it!” She’s got an airy, high voice, and the Westbury Theatre (a black hole itself) swallowed some of her lines. Loved the new-found zeal for berries after they run away into a utopian wilderness. “They kind of taste like giggling!” she says (I think).

It’s an abstract storyline that may lose some, but The Pit should resonate with most of us in the work-eat-sleep-repeat routine also known as adulthood. Ace.

Elizabeth Withey

http://blogs.edmontonjournal.com/2013/08/16/the-pit/
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PRODUCTION OTTAWA 

— June 23, 2013 By Josh Chenoweth 

Starring Fringe veterans Martin Dockery and Vanessa Quesnelle, The Pit is a dreamlike look at relationships, responsibilities, and finding happiness in a world that is incredibly enticing and terrifying all at once. 
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The Pit is one of the most entertaining and thoughtful shows at the Ottawa Fringe, and if you haven’t seen it already then you need to go out and do it right now. Seriously, I’ll wait until you get back.
Written by one of its stars, Martin Dockery, The Pit features a couple waking up in bed one morning. The Man (Dockery) refuses to get up while The Woman (Vanessa Quesnelle) can’t even decide which outfit to wear to work. Things get moving though when The Man begins fantasizing about Miss Swiss (Quesnelle again) to the chagrin of The Woman, and vice-versa when Mr. Flex-it (also Dockery) pops in to check on The Woman’s progress getting ready for work. Soon, the couple must run from “The Pit,” a hole that’s growing all the time and swallowing anything in its path. Over the course of the show, the characters consider their dimming romance, the memory of their first meeting, their desire of others, and how the ever-changing world around them can be so damned intimidating.

Right off the bat, the chemistry between Dockery and Quesnelle is electric regardless of which role they’re in at the time. You relate to them and their fears so easily that you simply have to know what will happen next, and if they’ll manage to overcome their problems with each other and with “The Pit.” It was a joy to watch them perform, and I would recommend this show to anyone for them alone.  It also features some great lighting that makes a barren stage seem like a such a vibrant world, though that’s also due to the performers.

I could praise this play all day long, so I’ll just tell you all to get out and see it immediately. Unless you too have been swallowed by… The Pit!

http://www.productionottawa.com/thepitreview/
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Love Hurts – By Joy Vandervort-Cobb , May 28, 2014, CHARLESTON, SC
Do you remember how in love you were when you first married or moved in with your partner? Well, can you remember the first time you fell out of love, looking at that person you thought you knew and couldn't live with out and asking yourself, "How the hell did we get here and who are you anyway?" Well, clearly playwright and solo actor Martin Dockery and his partner, Vanessa Quesnelle do, too. 

Theatre 99 is hosting Martin Dockery (The Bike Trip, Wanderlust) again this year, but this time he's not just in a solo show but in a "two-person misadventure in domestic bliss" called The Pit, a show with no set or props, just two supremely talented actors in their pajamas, whipping through the highs and lows of their relationship and dealing in fantasy lovers and would-be-lovers, making us laugh and then cringe in recognition of just how damned hard it is to love somebody for the long haul. Oh, it was a laugh fest... until it wasn't. When the tide turns in this cleverly written and beautifully executed piece, the laughter weakens as we recognize we are perhaps witnessing the decimation of a relationship and maybe, to be polite, we should turn away. 

But just like you know you shouldn't be listening to your neighbors having a marital spat, you listen and maybe cover your mouth to stifle a laugh, because you know this is going to pass. You are pulling for this couple because you are pulling for your own battered relationship. 

Dockery is a funny man. No doubt he's been compared to Jim Carey thanks to his long, lean body and his ability to physically embody characters in the most bizarre ways, curling in on himself moments before he ends up in the fetal position bemoaning the idea of being forced to get up and go work in a place that sucks his soul. But don't let the funny fool you. When he needs to be tender and real, when he needs to rescue his marriage, he is all in. 

Vanessa Quesnelle plays both his wife (who is never named which is quite apt as she seriously represents us all) and his fantasy woman, Miss Swiss. A lesser actor might have not been able to compete with Dockery's physical antics and ridiculous voices, but Quesnelle not only holds her own, she anchors the piece in many ways. It is her quiet simplicity of action that leads us to recognition. It is the long silent sigh following his missed opportunity at salvaging a moment by being in the moment that we respond to and remember. 

THE PIT (A TWO PERSON MISADVENTURE IN DOMESTIC BLISS) 

http://www.charlestoncitypaper.com/charleston/martin-dockerys-the-pit-is-both-funny-and-poignant/Content?oid=4927979
[image: image4.png]Winnipeg Free Press




July 18, 2013 
In this surreal domestic comedy a nameless couple awake to a marital malaise that threatens to swallow up their relationship.

Fringe veteran Martin Dockery, the playwright, is a husband who can’t get out of bed while his wife frets long over what to wear. When the pyjamas-wearing pair spar about their desires, attractive fantasy characters appear, Mr. Flex-It for her and Miss Swiss for him.

Dockery and his co-star, Vanessa Quesnelle, are appealing performers who excel with the sparkling banter and exhibit an effortless chemistry.

There is a Waiting for Godot quality to The Pit as the couple attempts to avoid falling into the abyss of tedium that blinds husbands and wives from each other. 

-Kevin Prokosh
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/special/fringe/reviews/The-Pit-214454221.html?subsetletter=10&genre=&subsetRstar=&subsetPstar=&venue=
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Review: The Pit

August 29, 2013 · by bigbroadcast  Victoria, BC
The Pit is both funny and unsettling. In this surreal play, writer Martin Dockery and Vanessa Quesnelle play a man and woman who are presumably married, but all their memories have been left forgotten in photo albums. The man cannot get out of bed, the woman who cannot pick out clothes for work and a mysterious roaming pit appears to be devouring the world. The man and woman cannot seem to fit the structure of their world or each other’s desires, and their inadequacies are highlighted by shadow characters.
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The man and woman are uncomfortably disconnected at the top of the show. Their ‘marriage,’ routinized and emptied of meaning, lacks warmth. Thankfully, Dockery and Quesnelle are exceptional actors and beautifully grow their characters’ relationship. The story is also absurdly funny at times, providing relief.

The audience watches the woman and man living in a box – we can see their partial knowledge and watch them figuring out the bounds of their existence.  But viewers may become uncomfortably aware of their own limits and existence. The pit may come to represent death, depression or the monotony of normal, routinized life.

While watching the show was uncomfortable, on reflection I’m glad to have seen it. I was reminded of the value of human connection and the importance of reflecting on life’s routines.

The Pit plays at Fairfield Hall (1303 Fairfield Rd.). 

· Robyn

http://cfuvfringefestival.wordpress.com/2013/08/29/reviews-the-pit/

OTTAWA TONIGHT

Review of The Pit 
(Concrete Drops)
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June 25, 2013 by B. McNally 
The Pit, written by Martin Dockery and featuring himself as well as Vanessa Quesnelle, is a surreal comedy about the serious issue of malaise in modern life and what happens if you just throw it all away. Or, if the pit takes it all away from you and you find yourself in the rural idyll that is often posed as a counterpoint to modern/corporate/mainstream life.

The main characters (husband and wife) are stuck: she can’t decide on what to wear to work and he can’t get out of bed. Their fantasies appear, to each other and themselves, leading to humorous contemplations about the nature of relationships with plenty of laughs along the way. This funny piece of theatre cleverly circles around itself, building as it spins its yarn with the characters (and fantasies) adopting different aspects of each other’s perspectives to emerge with a greater appreciation and understanding of themselves as a whole.

The Pit is an evocative piece of theatre that’s performed in their jammies on a bare stage, giving your imagination plenty of room to soar.

http://www.ottawatonite.com/2013/06/fringe-day-5-reviews-die-zombie-diethe-pit-feature-on-broken-turtle-production/
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Review: The Pit, Aug 19, 2013
A story about how we infuse our lives with meaning, this play follows a married couple and their desire for a fulfilling lifestyle. The couple, like everyone else, is terrified of The Pit, the paranoid fear that if you don’t acquire certain things in life—a spouse, a job, a mortgage—you’ll fall into The Pit and be a failure. The characters eventually turn their backs on their conventional lifestyle, only to discover that they’re still subject to the same laws of life and human nature. In the end, The Pit is a good premise, with smart writing and a couple of talented actors. 

—Saliha Chattoo

http://www.edmontonfringe.ca/play/the-pit/
HERD MAGAZINE
WORD-OF-MOUTH: gut-reaction reviews of Ottawa Fringe shows by Emma Godmere and Ben Myers – June 26, 2013

The Pit is a surreal comedy about an unhappy couple who flee their home to escape a sinkhole that is swallowing up their lives. Free from their possessions, occupations and inhibitions, they confront the realities of their relationship alongside two larger-than-life personalities.
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Emma: Okay. First gut/visceral reaction?

Ben: First of all, the thing that really stood out to me was – it was so funny.

Emma: The wordplay!

Ben: Yeah! When Martin started talking… there was something so incredibly charismatic about his performance. And he really embodies the character. It’s entertaining throughout. It has an emotional core to it. It delivers on its premise. It’s surreal, it’s not straightforward.

Emma: And I love that, because I was worried at first that it was going to be too literal. And usually, when I go to see a show – I do like seeing something that is very literal, a snapshot of life. But this, I think blended literal and abstract very well. And the emotional core – it is relatable, no matter if you’re in a relationship, out of a relationship, whatever relationships you have or haven’t been in.

Ben: There’s one part about it that I really, really liked: when the man was trying to deliver a compliment to the woman. And this sort of comes back up in the second half of the play where he’s trying to pay her a compliment, but he just can’t seem to go through with it, or he doesn’t think it’s important to say that.

Emma: It felt very human.

Ben: I think we can all sort of see that in ourselves, or in other people.

· See more at: http://www.herdmag.ca/word-of-mouth-gut-reaction-reviews-of-ottawa-fringe-shows/#sthash.XBP9r18D.dpuf
http://www.herdmag.ca/word-of-mouth-gut-reaction-reviews-of-ottawa-fringe-shows/
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Orlando Fringe review: 'The Pit'

By Matthew J. Palm, Orlando Sentinel Theater Critic, May 21, 2013

Martin Dockery and Vanessa Quesnelle visit a scary place in absurdist comedy "The Pit" — marriage. The show is a sort-of "Waiting for the Pit" as a couple in a nebulous no-man's land spar, hold circular conversations and echo each other's catchphrases, all the while trying to avoid a giant pit that threatens to engulf them.
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And it's funny.

Both Dockery and Quesnelle have a knack for finding humor in a look, a tone, a squeak in the voice, a shrug of the shoulder. They share a natural chemistry that makes even the most basic rapid-fire exchange sparkle. "What did you say?" she demands. "I didn't say anything," he answers. "Exactly," she retorts, the clipped phrases tumbling over each other.

Dockery, who wrote the piece, doesn't let the audience forget what's really going on in the minds of his characters, even as they comically fret about what to wear, get distracted by fireworks or make small talk about berries.

"You used to make me feel so beautiful," she sighs.

"You used to make me feel so confident," he whispers.

Dockery is creating an impressionistic painting of lovers groping their way back toward each other, before it's too late. His words, full of restlessness and longing, are the medium. His and Quesnelle's expressive faces are the canvas.

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/entertainment/arts-and-theater/os-orlando-fringe-the-pit-20130521,0,169970.story
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Wednesday, June 26, 2013 Review: (Ottawa) The Pit (Fringe) 

Bare Bones
by Jim Murchison
@JimMurchison
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The set for The Pit is the stage floor. The bed, the babbling brook, the delicious berry bush and the ominous pit threatening to swallow our heroes and civilization as we know it is all in the minds of the actors and the audience. Martin Dockery wrote the piece which he performs with Vanessa Quesnelle.


The plainness of the set allows us to focus clearly on the essence of the relationship between a man and a woman who can’t remember whether they met yesterday or 10 years ago. All they truly know is that things aren’t like they used to be. 


They also can see each other's fantasies. The man’s fantasy is a lovely Swiss miss who’s last name is Swiss . The woman on the other hand is enthralled with a motivationalist named Mr. Flexit. There is, of course, a jealousy of these ideal people, even though they are really just visions of themselves.


There is great chemistry between Dockery and Quesnelle and consequently with the audience. The wordplay is clever and rings true. The questions - what do I want? what do you want? and ultimately what do we want? - that determine whether relationships rekindle and endure or fade from memory are played out here. 


There are times that we lose our way and our connections with each other are threatened to be swallowed up by the pressures of the material world, our obligations and fears. In a very human, very funny and simple way, The Pit shows us that sometimes when you think you've lost everything, you find what was always most important. Communication can start with a kiss and letting someone know that you love them.

http://www.charpo-canada.com/2013/06/review-ottawa-pit-fringe.html
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